Strategies for Improving Reading Comprehension
Before you read:
· Preview the text to see what it’s about and how it’s organized
· First read the title, headings, introduction, and any questions at the end
· If there aren’t headings, read the first sentence of each paragraph
· Consider your purpose
· Think about why you are reading it. How does it connect to the rest of the course? What are you going to need to do with what you learn from the reading?
· Consider what you already know
· Start a Know / Wonder/ Learn chart in your notes, listing what you know and wonder about the topic. (After reading, add what you learned.)

During reading:
· Break down long or complex texts into parts to tackle one at a time
· Pace yourself and take breaks!
· Mark the text (with your purpose in mind)
· Underline main ideas, write questions in the margins, note connections to other course material or your own knowledge
· Turn headings and subheadings into questions that you answer as you go along
· i.e., What is ______ ?
· Summarize each section in your own words.
· Write in the margin or in your notebook.
· Use contextual clues to infer the meaning of unfamiliar words
· If unfamiliar words are repeated and seem important, create a vocabulary list where you define them.
· Break down complex sentences by finding the main clause
· Which part of the sentence can stand on its own?
· How do the other parts of the sentence add to that main part?
· Build background knowledge by finding a simpler text on the topic, like Wikipedia or even a children’s book, then return to the assigned text.
· Question the text
· What evidence does the writer use to support their points?
· What assumptions does the writer make?

After reading:
· Return to your purpose. Have you met it?
· Review the text
· Answer the question versions of the headings
· Consider how the parts of the text relate to each other. You can make this visual by creating a concept map.
· Explain the text to someone else.
· Complete the “Learned” part of your Know/Wonder/Learned chart
